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TAGS: EARG, TS 

SUB J : TUNISIAN GRAIN PRODUCTION ESTIMATES 

REF: STATE 131786 

1 . ALTHOUGH RAINS CAME IN LATE MARCH AND CONTINUED THROUGH 
APRIL AND MAY, THE 77 CEREALS CROP IS EXPECTED TO BE WELL BELOW 
THE AVERAGE OF RECENT YEARS. ESTIMATES OF THE CROP VARY WIDELY 
DEPENDING ON THE SOURCE, BUT THERE IS GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT 
VIRTUALLY THE ENTIRE CROP INTHE CENTER AND SOUTH HAS BEEN 
LOST. THE NORTH, THE HEART OF THE CEAREALS AREA, RECOVERED 
NICELY WITH THE RAIN, BUT WILL AT BEST BE 80 PERCENT OF LAST 
YEAR. 

2. OFFICIALS AT THE OFFICE OF CEREALS AND THE WHEAT COOPERATIVE 
PLACE THE TOTAL CROP (INCLUDING HARD AND SOFT WHEAT AND 
BARLEY) AT 700,000 MT AS COMPARED TO THE 1.150,000 TONS IN 1976. 

BARLEY PRODUCTION IS ESTIMATED TO BE MINIMAL DUE TO THE EXTEN- 
DED DROUGHT IN THE SOUTH. FIRM OFFICIAL NUMERICAL ESTIMATES 
ARE NOT YET AVAILABLE. 
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3. IN LIGHT OF THE EXPECTED CROP, AND THE 1.3 MILLION MT CON- 
SUMPTION REQUIREMENT, THE OFFICE OF CEREALS IS EXPECTING TO IMPORT 
OVER 500,000 MT DURING THE 1977/1978 SEASON. THE PRINCIPAL 
TUNISIAN GRAIN PORT (LA GOULETTE) CAN THEORETICALLY HANDLE OVER 
700,000 TONS OF ARRIVALS ARE PERFECTLY SCHEDULED OVER THE YEAR, 
THUS THE PROIECTED IMPORTS SHOULD NOT POSE A LOGISTICS PROBLEM 
PROVIDED SHIPMENTS ARRIVE WELL-SPACED. 
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4.ALL CONTACTS NOTED THE SERIOUS PROBLEMS FACING FARMERS IN 
THE CENTER AND SOUTH WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED TOTAL CROP LOSS DUE 
TO DROUGHT. 

MULCAHY 
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